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Margulies Art Warehouse and Pankey Dental Institute 

Give New Meaning to the “Art of Dentistry” for Lotus House Women’s Shelter

 “Make Shift” Dental Clinic for Homeless Shelter Hosted by World Class Art Collection December 11 and 12, 2009
MIAMI (December 11-12, 2009)  When Drs. Keith Phillips and Irwin Becker of The Pankey Institute suggested the possibility of a free, two-day, mobile dental clinic to address the unmet oral health care needs of homeless women served at the Lotus House Women’s Shelter in Overtown, staff jumped at the possibility and then scrambled to find a location suitable to house the make-shift clinic which will include more than  50 volunteer oral surgeons, dentists, hygienists and dental assistants from throughout South Florida and serve over 150 women from Lotus House.  Fortunately, the Margulies Art Warehouse stepped forward to host this unique clinic, giving new meaning to the “art of dentistry” as doctors, patients and volunteers are treated to one of the most exciting contemporary art collections in the country while they work.  Patients will have a chance to contemplate the soft and colorful Hope Blossoms sculpture of New York artist, Shinique Smith, overhead or see the latest video installations at the Warehouse, as dentists perform much needed oral health care.

“We are humbled by the generous response of the Pankey Institute and deeply grateful the Warehouse has opened its doors for this special event serving the women of Lotus House. Everyone at the Pankey Institute has been so compassionate and caring. The many dentists, nurses, assistants and volunteers who have stepped forward to make this mobile clinic possible is truly heartwarming. Their compassionate response to our cries for help is a reminder that we are all one,” said Constance Collins Margulies, whose husband Martin Margulies established the Warehouse in 1999. “There are sure to be smiles all around for this holiday miracle!” she added.
The clinic will occur on Friday, December 11th and Saturday, 12th at the Warehouse, located at 591 NW 27th Street, Wynwood area of Miami, 33127. Pankey Dental Access Days provides education, screening and comprehensive oral health care, focused on preserving rather than removing teeth, during the 2-day free clinic. Volunteer dentists, students of dentistry, allied health personnel and nonmedical volunteers are providing services during the clinic.  Working in concert with the dental industry, The Pankey Institute secures equipment, supplies, and volunteer manpower. Local dentists, Dr. Ozzie Mayorall of Pinecrest, Dr. Irwin Becker of The Pankey Institute, and Dr. Barry Segal of Aventura have taken the lead in organizing these mobile clinics with the participation of Dr. A. Keith Phillips of Winston-Salem, NC, the program’s national director.
Lotus House health initiatives serving homeless women and children are made possible by the generous support of the Health Foundation of South Florida, Allegany Franciscan Ministries, and Dr. John T. Macdonald Foundation. For more information see www.lotushouseshelter.org or contact Constance Collins Margulies, Director, 305.613.1573.  

About Lotus House Lotus House Women’s Shelter is a unique resource center and residential facility serving homeless women and infants in the heart of the historic African American district of Overtown, Miami. Lotus House provides free housing and wrap-around support services with access to a wide range of resources to approximately 150 women and children annually. Lotus House seeks to empower women to improve the quality of their lives on every level, achieve greater self-sufficiency, and build a better way of life for themselves and their children as they transition to permanent homes.  A quiet enclave with lush gardens, Lotus House offers a sanctuary – a place where the minds, bodies and spirits of women and infants most in need are supported, nurtured, uplifted and afforded an opportunity to learn and grow on every level. It is operated by The Sundari Foundation, Inc., a non-profit, 501c3 public charity; see www.lotushouseshelter.org for more information.

About Pankey Institute Founded in 1972, The Pankey Institute is a nonprofit organization that promotes optimal oral health care through advanced continuing education for dentists (www.pankey.org and www.pankeydentist.org). It was the first institute of its kind and remains among the most prestigious, attracting dentists from 42 nations to its educational programs. Over 20,000 dentists and specialists have attended its courses and now serve millions of patients worldwide. 
About Margulies Art Warehouse The Margulies Collection at the Warehouse is a not-for-profit institution in Miami dedicated to the presentation of exhibitions and educational programs that explore contemporary art and culture.  Since its inauguration in January of 1999, the Warehouse collection has presented thousands of works of contemporary art and has welcomed visitors from all over the world. The Warehouse is operated and funded by the Martin Z. Margulies Foundation, a thirty-year resource for the study and enjoyment of the visual arts. For more information, see www.margulieswarehouse.com.
